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1 Change for BETTER

Yes! To a Compassionate World

adhika Naik shares an inspiring

story of Ocean Robbins, an heir to

Baskin Robbins, the world’s
largest chain of ice creams stores with
5500 outlets around the world. YES!
(Youth for Environmental Sanity!), an
NGO he started has created more than 400
non-profit groups for positive change.

rvine ‘Trv’ Robbins worked in his father’s dairy and ice

cream shop as a kid in Tacoma, WA in the US. Heloved

old-fashioned ice cream! But when he grew up, his
country needed him to fight in World War II. He served in
the US Army as a Staff Sergeant in California, during World
War IT and was discharged in August 1945. After his service
in World War II, Irv was eager to capitalize on America’s
love for ice cream and provide customers with a variety of
flavours made with ingredients of the highest quality in a
fun-inviting atmosphere. So he opened up his own ice
cream shop, Snowbird, in Glendale, CA. Burton ‘Burt’
Baskin owned a men’s store in Chicago. He married Irv
Robbins’ sister Shirley in 1942. After being released from
the Navy service in early 1946 he came to California. Here
Robbins convinced his brother-in-law that selling ice cream
was more fun than selling men’s ties and shirts! Within a
couple of months Burton Baskin had opened Burton’s Ice
Cream in Pasadena, California. By 1948, the five Snowbird
and three Burton’s shops had been combined into a single
enterprise and 1953 saw the renaming of the company as
Baskin-Robbins. That's when the idea of selling their stores
totheirmanagershitthem! Robbinslater saidina LA Times
story, “Without realizing it at the time, we were in the
franchise business before the word ‘franchise’ was
fashionable.” They became the first food company ever to
franchise their outlets. By 2003, Baskin-Robbins had
become the world's largest chain of ice cream stores, with
5,500 outlets around the world.

Irv was fortunate enough to witness the growth of
both, hisson John, born in 1947, and his ice cream business,
launched in 1945, simultaneously. John Robbins grew up
swimming in an ice cream cone shaped swimming pool. He
was groomed to one day join his dad in the family company.
But John clearly had different plans! In his early 20s, he
walked away from a path of tremendous fame and fortune,
and alife of seemingly unlimited consumption, to follow his
own path and pursue a life of unlimited compassion. He
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married a wonderful girl named Deo in 1967 and moved toa
little island off the coast of British Columbia, Canada, where
they built a one-room log cabin. John and Deo grew most of
their own food and lived on less than $500 per year. It was
here that they were blessed with their son, Ocean, born in
1973. The child grew up with few material possessions but
had clean air, clean water, time with his mom and dad and
beautiful nature all around. He grew up with deep love for
nature and the earth.

Then in the 1980s, the Robbins moved to California.
John published his first book, Diet for a New America, a
pioneering work that showed how our food choices affect
not just our health and happiness but also the future of life
on earth. The book became a runaway success and brought
the much-needed financial security to his family. Response
to John’s public presentations and subsequent hooks was
extraordinary! He began to appear on all the major
television and radio programmes, with the media dubbing
him the ‘rebel without a cone.”

All this while, his little boy Ocean was growing up but
definitely not into just another kid next door! Ocean was
inspired by his father’s work at a very early age and didn’t
wait toolongtospring into action himself. Thelittle boy’s life
could have been a very different story had his father not
decided earlier to walk away from the fame and fortune of
the world's largest ice cream company that his family
owned. But then, this boy wouldn’t have organized a peace
rally in his elementary school at the age of seven, neither
would he be the baker, salesman and accountant for
‘Ocean’s Natural Bakery’ which he opened up at the age of
10! When his door-to-door sales of natural baked goods
began reaching hundreds of customers around the
neighbourhood, Ocean’s work and life became the feature
story on the front page of the Santa Cruz Sentinel, a local
newspaper. The headline read: ‘Boy Isn't Very Rich But He’s
GotDough.’
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and presented their message to 2,000 people at the United
Nations. His articles began to be published in national
magazines.

His next step was a big leap for Ocean, the project for
which he is best known today! He started 4 project, along
with a friend Ryan Eliason, to help young people make a
difference in the world. They organized a national tour,
speaking to school assemblies about the environment and
what their peers could do to make 4 difference. Along the
way more enthusiastic young people joined them. Within
only a few years of launching, they reached half a million
students in high schools in more than 40 US states and with
tens ofthousands of dollars raised.

YES! has spoken to more than 675,000 students and
organized more than 100 week-long gatherings for
visionary young leaders from 65+ nations. YES!’s alumni
have started more than 400 non-profit groups working for
positive change and have immeasurable impact within the

organizations and communities they serve.

YES! was launched as an organization in 1990. As
described on its website, YES! is a non-profit organization
that connects, inspires and collaborates with young change-
makers in building thriving, just and sustainable ways of life
for all. Their three programme areas are global leadership
Jams, on-going support networks and resources and
communication. They work at the meeting point of internal,
interpersonal and systemic transformation.

YES! has spoken to more than 675,000 students and
organized more than 100 week-long gatherings for
visionary young leaders from 65+ nations. YES!’s alumni
have started more than 400 non-profit groups working for
positive change and have immeasurable Impact within the
organizations and communities they serve. Over the years,
through their work, Ocean and YES! have experienced the
realities and struggles of many different kinds of
communities. This has prompted them time and again to
keep broadening their definition of the environment to
include people as well asthe planet,

It has also been an eye-opening journey for Ocean to
see and experience first-hand the great divide between the
haves and have-nots in our society that prevails even today.
He says it made him rethink about his own place in the
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andofwhat really matters mostin life.

The rude and devastating first-hand encounter his
family had with the economic meltdown in December 2008
made his family’s life savings disappear overnight in
Bernard Madoff's Ponzi scheme. This has meant a lot of
rethinking and adjustment of lifestyle for Ocean and his
family, It has led him to the conclusion that perhaps life is
mostly about what we do with whatever is given to us. In
Ocean’s own words, “Sometimes it has seemed a heroic
achievement just to make it through the day — caring for my
sons’ special needs while directing an organization and
trying to help a generation respond to the madness and
violence of our times. There is never enough time to do all
the things I want to, so I get to practice doing the best I can
withthetimeIhave, and letting the restgo by.”

I feel privileged to have come across,
albeit via virtual world of internet, such a
compassionateand dynamicindividual. I agked
Ocean to share with us his greatest challenge or
most valuable experience during his work with
YES! Thisiswhat Ocean had to say:

“We live in a world with profound gaps in
access to resources, opportunities and liberty.
Ours is a world with deep divisions along lines
like race, class, power, nationality and religion.
Ours is a world where the use of people and the planet for
short-term monetary gain have enabled massive wealth to
concentrate in ever fewer hands, while hunger and
malnutrition take the lives of thousands of childrendaily.

As a white American male, born into a loving and
supportive family in which all of my basic material needs
were met, I see the world in a manner that is influenced by
the privileges I have known. As a bridge-builder whose life
and work are about building authentic partnerships across
historic divides, I must see the world not only through my
own lens, but also learn to identify with the problems, work
and dreams of people from many different places and
perspectives. Sometimes, that is hard.

WhenIstarted YES!, we called our organization Youth
for Environmental Sanity and we wanted to mobilize young
people totake positive action on behalfofthe future oflife on
Earth. So we organized a national tour, speaking to school
assemblies about the environment, As we travelled the
United States, I kept finding that the environment meant
different things to different people. To some, the
environment was trees and blue sky, but to others, the
environmentwas gangs and concrete and tryingtogethome
from school without gettingshot.










